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assassinated his master. A donative to the household
troops confirmed the usurper for a while upon the
throne, but Ghazi Khan Tughlak, governor of the Pun-
jab, marched upon Delhi, declaring that he had but
unsheathed his sword to deliver the people from the
oppressor of whom he had rid the world, and he sought
in vain for a member of the family of A'a-ud-din, for all
had been slain. So the successful general became king
himself, as has often happened before and since down to
the days of Napoleon, and he ascended the throne as
Ghfyds-ud-din Tughlak in 1321. This family ruled in
Delhi from the days of Edward II. till the accession of
Henry V. of England.

V. HOUSE OF TUGHLAK: (1321-1414;,
It is stated by Ferishta that Ghfyas-ud-din was the son
of a Turki slave of Ghfyds-ud-dfn Balban by a Jat or
Punjabi mother. He successfully fortified his frontier
against the Mughals, and his son proceeded in 1322 to
settle the Dekhan, and after some initial reverses captured
Warangal and reduced the Telingana country. The king
liimself confirmed Bakarra Khan in the government of
Bengal, and reduced Tirhut, the classical Mithila. On
his return to Delhi he was received by his son in a
wooden pavilion, which, either by design or accident, fell
upon him and crushed him to death. God alone, as the
Muhammadan historian says, knows the truth of this
matter, but the son who raised the structure was, by its
fall, raised to the throne of the deceased monarch by
the title of Muhammad Tughlak in 1323. He com
menced his reign by acts of largesse and liberality, by
patronising men of letters, and by acquiring a knowledge
of letters himself. He wrote well in Arabic and Persian